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recent encyclical attacking the Nazi Regime in Germany,
and an earlier one which criticised much of Fascism in
Italy; but he has issued three special ones during his reign,
which have reiterated and strengthened the Church's
teaching on three subjects vital to a Christian life, namely,
education, marriage, and the relationship between capital
and labour. Previous to this, in fact almost immediately
after his election, he issued an encyclical, in which he
said many wise things about the cause of the world's unrest.
He stated that the reason for most of the troubles of
the world at that moment was the fact that the majority
of nations and people no longer admitted the principle
that all authority came from God; as a result, everyone
had become selfish, and no one was willing to give way.
He pointed out that good things could come just as well to
people who believed in Christ and in the practice of
Christianity. He advocated there and then the develop-
ment of Catholic Action, and suggested that children
should be taught more religion. He also added that he
would have no modernism in the Church, and that he
insisted that priests should not interest themselves in
political ideas and activities.
When non-Catholics tell you that the Pope is all-
powerful with priests and laity alike, it would be as well to
remember that encyclical forbidding priests to have
political ideas, and then to look round at Ireland, Germany,
Austria, and Spain, and in fact the whole world, and
realise how little that command is being obeyed,
He stressed once again the point about education in a
special encyclical on that subject in 1929, which pointed
out, surely with reason, that if you bring up children to
believe that there is no other world, and no other reason